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They came down  

out of the mountains  

with the flat plain of 

Kwantung stretching 

away before them  

to the horizon, 

unaltering and 

immense. 
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Three cultures collide—the end of an Empire. 

 

Half a world away from the Nazi menace, Hong Kong stands at the crossroads of East and West - 

proud colony of the Tai-Pan and the triad, of Tao-ism and traders, of the outsider and the half-

caste.   

  

But just as Britain and Europe are threatened by Hitler, so Japan is advancing relentlessly on Hong 

Kong.  As war is declared and hostilities gather pace, this flawed, glittering society, forgotten and 

abandoned by its colonial masters, is turned upside down.  Privilege and power, honour and 

chicanery, self-interest, fatalism and opportunism all collide.   

 

As these worlds fragment, a love story emerges to defy convention and culture.   

 
  



Paul House was born in Germany, grew up in Singapore, was educated in England and now lives 

in Spain, where he is a freelance translator.  
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